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THE REUTER ORGAN COMPANY
“R” SERIES ORGANS

BY STEFHEN SCHMURR
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of Lawrence,
Famsas, Founded
i 1917 as che Revcer-Schwan: Oirgan
Company in Trentan, [linois, the
firm reloenicd fo Lapwremee m 1919,
an che invitanen of lecal business lead-
ers. Soon thereafeer, the name Reurer
Chrgan Company was adoped.

Through the end of the Second
Warled Wi, Reugers were printrily
madess-sioed pwvo- and theee-manual
wrgang. The largese were four-manual
oapzns for the Moody Memorsial
hureh ef Chicago (Opas 308, 53
ranks, 1928) and the Universiey af’
Moeh Caraling 2c Chapel Hill (Opus
367, 3% ranks, 1929). The company
had wonsidlermble experience with con-
sermcrian asl wpualicy small inscrumenas,
pm-.-idinl._; i dvbage sometinics nod
avatlable o eilsers whe primanly builc
much larger ergans.

In the miad-19305, with the newly
developed elecironic organ grawing in
stles and pipe organ manuficturees de-

2

“hlmbersT sl dippete P Boiter engineening drasings shosing dssensions of sl mmlel

velaping small organ madels for quick,
mgxpemsave sales, Revcer did nog seanad
in the backgrewmd bur racher devel-
arped 2 number of successful small o
gan maxlels, The May 1937 tse of
B Aeeriean Cvganiss feavred an ar-
ticle 1::.* 17 Seont Bulwranan, the jour-
nal’s editor, tided "Miniamre Crgans

by Bewter” The builder offered stock

Wicks Ol
gy uasd
thie sexvse et ol weigle tlseir siallese
o, ) 1P ohe custoner wanted a de-
Iill:.'hl.'l.l -|.'-|:||'|Mﬂ|:. A1 ill:ldilitﬂlfll |.'|.|u.r1,_:,|: 1.1F
S 1D wens mele, Be Bubinmans arecle
nated thar . . . the miniaure organ
cosis abwng the sme ns one oeeanelale,
amad wluile dlse wwpornabile lases fee or
eonn years iwind costs consicderable wo
nsinin, an organ will ks a lifeime
and wosts viensally nething o main-
e, Focusing on the "prnﬁ.'.'.xinn:l.'l
organist” as the chicl customer of
elicse insernnens, e contined,
"IHe] can elaim 2 2 deducrion on his
ticeante-cas all PRI SR BN -
eiming the inscrwment, aned also
deeduce, =ay, 3% of its purchase price
el yuar a8 dL'p-n'-L'i:kli:'l-ll.'_ These -
gans, called the "R series by the com-
pany, were designed and pricad o
compete with those of other builders
sich as Wicks, Geo, Kilgen & Son,
amad MUY MﬂIIILr. FLINEON T e
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Tl e EHTJLAN sroes revicewod
were a5 lolliws: 2 ranks, 16 stops,
170 pippes (Stopped Flute and
Saliciennals 3 mnks, 18 stops,

224 pipes (Sopped Flue, Sali-
ciomal, Yox Humaml; 3 ranks,
14 sops, 224 pipes (Sopped
Flute, Salicional, Dulciana);

3 ranks, 19 stops, 236 pipes

{ ¥inpason, Swopped Flure, Sali-
|.'i|;|r|:|:|}; 4 ranks, 27 stops, 200
pipes (Diapason, Gedeckr, Sali-
cional, Dulciana). The Diapason
of 30% tin was typically seale 46,
Diuleiana (spocred meal) scale 56,
and Salicional {spotted metal)
scale 60, John Selig of Reurer de-
serabed some desail of the wonal
design: “In every layour, we run

rwo of the manual registers down ,";“_ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬁ

o OO and suels adhier mnks as do
ot run down shar far, go 1o GG, We
beelieve these additional bass pipes are
w0 valuable to sacrifice and that none
af the normal stops should be cur off
at tenor .7 Wlen a Yox Humana
was included, it was placed in a sec-
ond enclosure. “We are opposed o
placing the Vi an an open chest.
[t costs more oo do icour way, b i
gets results and that’s what we wane.”
Chirmes were svailable ar an addivianr-
al eait. Rather amazingly for the late
19305, Reurer’s fully automatic Re-
producing Sole Player was siill avail-
ahle for installation on these instru-
ments. A special company brochure
for mortuary installations staged tha
the roll player was locared in ivs own
cabiiner, included a roll changer and
2 catalog of rolls for purchase, some
of which would play for up o 30
[RER LI

Wind pressure was 47, and a Spen-
cer Chpoblo of Wi to W homsepower
was provided. For attached keydesks,
the enclosure linkapge was mechanical;
with detached consoles, “electrapnen-
matic individual shuccer acrion” was
wsed when the inseallation was ina
case, o wwell maotor” wed when ina
chamber withour a case, A register
ercseendo was also provided. The key
action was all-eleceric, of Rewter’s own
parenis for its “Micro-Balanced Mag-
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nes” (nos, 1,986,956, pasenced Jan-
vary 8, 1935, and 2,083,644, parent-
od Juneg 15, 1937}, This all-clectric ag-
tion was space efficient over maoso
electropneumatic designs, which al-
loaved Revcer to build thess smal] or-
gaans with smaller width and lengrh di-
micnsions than similar instrouments of
mast other builders. A char time,
Reuter was the only fiem in the Uit-
ed Srares v regularly build boch clec-
eropiicwmatic and all-electric acrions.
The dimensions of these instru-
mienes were 6797 wide, berween 59" o
5107 deep, ancl 778" |:|'L5||. A chaoiee of
casg designs was offered for insalla-
gions nor in chambess. Reoter offered
a “special modernistic™ case of “nb-
ban-grain mahogany, finished a rich
brroowen, with macassar chany orim a
the vop and a richly colored cloth es-
pecially selected wo match, behind the
open=wark,” Chler wopds used in-
cluded eak, walnue, mahogany, birch,
OF gum, Some cases ineluded non-
speaking pipes in the facade. The en-
tire argans pipework was enclosed.
While Burhmans artcle was aimed
ar a clieneele af musicians For cheir res-
iclences, the company actively mar-
kered these organs for churches, chap-
els, schools, weaching and practice
studios, lodge halls, and mortuarics.
in a brachure from the 19405, aimed

radusing §ele Flayer cabiner, with in door open

at the growing market of electron-
i instruments, ane reacds, Mo
stibisriviaee devices wharsoever in
the production of wre are em-
ployed, . . . The smme strict cus-
tom-building methods employed
in the construction of the larger
Reurer organs are likewise em-
ployed in the building of chese
smaller organs.”

A 19046 brochure of installasions
indicates 133 of these small serics
argans were buile by thar time; in
that year, Rewter surpassed the
Crpus 70 mark, The company
wontld continue to build chese in-
strerments 3t least inge che 19505

e As astes inoorgan specifications

changed, Reuter would develop
new designs for small organs,
buir ehis is a ropic for another
installomene of this series.
Biclow are the standard specificarions
af the smallest and largese models,
named B and RB7, respecoively,

Sianclarnd Spmﬁﬁml'mn ol Reoter
Organ Company Model H1
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ACCESSORIES

Balanced expression shoe
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Standard Specification of Reuter
Cregan Company Mosdel B7
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ACCESSORIES
Talaibeed cxpression shoe
alaieoed crescendn sl fevitls tnclicaer

lighs)
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